Volha Charnysh

CONTACT

ACADEMIC
APPOINTMENTS

EDUCATION

PEER-REVIEWED
PUBLICATIONS

WORKING
PAPERS

Massachusetts Institute of Technology Tel: (202) 821-2483
77 Massachusetts Ave., Eb3 E-mail: charnysh@mit.edu
Cambridge, MA 02139 Website: www.charnysh.net

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) (July 2018 - )
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science

Princeton University (2017-2018)
Fellow, Niehaus Center for Globalization and Governance

Harvard University, Ph.D., Government (2017)

Dissertation: Migration, Diversity and Economic Development: Post-WWII Dis-
placement in Poland

2018 APSA Ernst B. Haas Best Dissertation Prize in Furopean Politics € Society
2018 APSA Best Dissertation Prize in Migration & Clitizenship
2017 Senator Charles Sumner Dissertation Prize, Harvard University

Harvard University, M.A., Government (2013)
Smith College, B.A., Government (2009), summa cum laude
Cottey College, A.A. and A.S. (2007)

Charnysh, V. and E. Finkel. 2017. “The Death Camp Eldorado: Political and
Economic Effects of Mass Violence.” American Political Science Review, 111 (4):
801-818.

Charnysh, V. and S. Markus. 2017. “The Flexible Few: Oligarchs and Wealth De-
fense in Developing Democracies.” Comparative Political Studies, 50 (12): 1632—-1665.

2016 APSA Award for Best Paper in European Politics & Society

Charnysh, V. 2015. “Historical Legacies of Interethnic Competition: Anti-Semitism
and the EU Referendum in Poland.” Comparative Political Studies, 48 (13): 1711-
1745.

Charnysh, V., P. Lloyd, and B. Simmons. 2015. “Frames and Consensus in IR: the
Case of Human Trafficking.” European Journal of International Relations, 21 (2):
323-351.

Charnysh, V., C. Lucas, and P. Singh. 2015. “The Ties that Bind: National Identity
Salience and Pro-Social Behavior.” Comparative Political Studies, 48 (3): 267-300.

Charnysh, V. 2013. “Identity Mobilization in Hybrid Regimes: Language in Ukrainian
Politics.” Nationalities Papers, 41 (1): 1-14.

Charnysh, V. and B. McElroy. “Representative Institutions and Policy Responsive-
ness in Autocracies: 1891-92 Famine in Imperial Russia.”
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OTHER
PUBLICATIONS

FELLOWSHIPS

AND AWARDS

Charnysh, V. “Diversity, Institutions, and Economic Development: Post-WW!II Dis-
placement in Poland.” (Under review)

Charnysh, V. and L. Peisakhin. “Mechanisms Behind Persistence of Political Be-
havior: A Natural Experiment.”

Charnysh V. and D. Ziblatt. “Past Experience with Elections and Democratic Sta-
bility: Voting in Imperial and Weimar Germany.” (Under review)

Charnysh, V. “Diversity and Economic Outcomes: Evidence from Poland.” Newslet-
ter of the APSA Comparative Politics Section, 27 (2): 11-16.

Charnysh, V. and T. Kulakevich. 2017. “Belarusian Political Parties: Organiza-
tional Structures and Practices.” In Sobolewska-Myslik, Kosowska-Gastol & Borowiec
(eds.) Organizational Structures of Political Parties in Central and Eastern Euro-
pean Countries, Jagiellonian University Press.

Charnysh, V. 2015. “Poland’s Wild West. Forced Migration and Cultural Appropri-
ation of the Oder Region in 1945-1948.” Book Review, Nationalities Papers, 43(2):
361-363.

Charnysh, V. 2013. “Nuclear Proliferation: History and Lessons.” In Barash (ed.)
Approaches to Peace, (3rd ed.) Oxford University Press.

Charnysh, V. 2013. “Transnational Networks and Norm Compliance: Stopping Ex-
ecutions in Belarus.” In Hodgkinson (ed.) Capital Punishment: New Perspectives,
Ashgate.

Ernst B. Haas Best Dissertation Prize, awarded by APSA European Politics &
Society section (2018)

Best Dissertation Prize, awarded by APSA Migration & Citizenship section (2018)
Senator Charles Sumner Dissertation Prize, Harvard University (May 2017)
Mellon International Dissertation Research Fellowship (IDRF) funded by the Social
Science Research Council (2014-2015, fieldwork in Poland)

Center for European Studies Graduate Dissertation Research Fellowship funded by
the Krupp Foundation (2014-2015, fieldwork in Poland)

Barney and Anne B. Malloy and Anna Marnoy Feldberg Fellowships, Center for
Jewish Studies (2014, survey research)

Program on Global Society and Security Fellowship, Weatherhead Center (2012-
2014)

Weatherhead Summer pre-Dissertation Travel Grant (2013, research in Poland)
Davis Center Graduate Research Travel Grant (2012, fieldwork in Russia, Georgia,
Ukraine, and Moldova)
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TEACHING AND
ADVISING

INVITED

PRESENTATIONS

CONFERENCE

PRESENTATIONS

Weatherhead Center Language Study Grant (2011, FUBIS, Germany)

Douglas Dillon Fellowship, Harvard University (2011-2012)

Presidential Scholarship, Harvard University (2010-2016)

Merle Fainsod Prize in Russian or Eurasian Studies, Harvard University (2010)
Jack Kent Cooke Graduate Scholarship (2010-2016)

Dawes Prize for the Best Work in Government, Smith College (2009)

17.5951 Historical Political Economy, MIT (Fall 2018)

GOV 20: Foundations of Comparative Politics (Teaching fellow for Prof. Steven
Levitsky), Harvard University (Fall 2012; Fall 2013)

GOV 1203: Capitalism and Democracy in Central and Eastern FEurope (Teaching
fellow for Prof. Grzegorz Ekiert), Harvard University (Spring 2013)

Senior Thesis Advisor in Social Studies and Government (2012-2013; 2015-2016,
2016-2017)

KCL Economics Seminar, King’s College London (May 2018)

Exploring Historical Legacies Workshop, University of Michigan (Mar. 2018)
Comparative Politics Research Workshop, Ohio State University (Mar. 2018)
Comparative Politics Colloquium, Temple University (Jan. 2018)

Comparative Politics Workshop, Rochester University (Nov. 2017)

Comparative Politics Field Lunch, NYU Politics Speaker Series (Oct. 2017)
Comparative Politics and Democracy and Development Colloquium, Princeton Uni-
versity (Sep. 2017)

Historical Political Economy Conference, London School of Economics and Political
Science (Feb. 2017)

European Politics Series, George Washington University (Oct. 2015)

The Centre for Migration Research, Warsaw, Poland (Jan. 2015)

Panel “Belarus After Ukraine”, Kennan Institute, Wilson Center (Apr. 2014)

NYU-Abu Dhabi Legacies of Political Violence Workshop, Abu Dhabi, UAE (2018)

Politics and History Network Conference, Princeton University, Princeton(2016)
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REFEREE

PROFESSIONAL
AFFILIATIONS

SKILLS

Annual Conference for Europeanists, Council for European Studies (2017; 2016;
2014; 2013)

CES Graduate Student Workshop on Comparative Research on Europe, University
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia (2016)

American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (2017; 2016; 2015; 2014;
2013)

Midwest Political Science Association Annual Convention, Chicago (2016)

US Holocaust Memorial Museum Summer Research Workshop, Washington (2016)
International Dissertation Research Fellows Workshop, New Orleans (2016)
Conference on Cross-Border Research, Lagow, Poland (2014)

Communities on the Frontier Conference, Collegium Polonicum, Poland (2014)
Yale Politics and History Conference, New Haven (2014)

Transatlantic Policy Symposium, BMW Center for German & European Studies,
Washington (2014)

NYU CESS 6th Annual Experimental Political Science Conference, New York (2013)
PSS-ISA Joint International Conference, Budapest, Hungary (2013)

The Changing Security Environment of the Black Sea Policy Conference, University
of Pittsburg, Pittsburg (2013)

American Political Science Review, American Journal of Political Science, British
Journal of Political Science, Comparative Political Studies, the Journal of Conflict
Resolution, the Journal of Politics, World Politics, Problems of Post-Communism,
Nationalities Papers

Historical Political Economy Working Group (2016-2018); Institute for Quantita-
tive Social Science, Harvard University (2016- 2017); Davis Center for Russian and
Eurasian Studies, Harvard University (2010-2017); Minda de Gunzburg Center for
European Studies, Harvard University (2012-2017); Center for Geographic Analysis,
Harvard University (2013-2014); Kennan Institute, Wilson Center, Washington, DC
(2014); University of Warsaw, Warsaw, Poland (2013-2014); Weatherhead Center
for International Studies, Harvard University, (2012-2014); MIT-based Women in
International Politics and Security (2010-2015).

Languages: Russian (native), Belarusian (native), Polish (fluent), German (fluent)

Applications: Spatial analysis (ArcGIS, QGIS); automated content analysis and
topic modeling; R, Stata, Python
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